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1. The Parliamentary Committee on Freedom of Speech and Information heard the following two issues at their meeting on February 2nd: the National Council on TV and Radio’s report for 2004 and the President of Ukraine’s proposal on new wording of the Law on National Council on TV and Radio. The Committee reached an agreement to recommend the Parliament of Ukraine not to approve the 2004 report of National Council on TV and Radio (NCTR) and to express a vote of no confidence to all NCTR’s members in accordance to the Law on NCTR, Article 31, paragraph 3. The article says that vote of no confidence results in dismissal of the NCTR’ members if the President does not approve the NCTR’s report either.   Being dismissed, the NCTR’s members are to continue to fulfill their duties until new members are appointed. The date of hearing of the report is not announced. 
The Committee reached an agreement to bring forth the draft law on amendments to the Law on the NCTR (new wording) to the Parliamentary hearing. The President’s proposal has partially been considered. The President (Mr. Kuchma) tended to oppose progressive regulations that proved to enhance independence of the NCTR. 

2. According to the schedule of the Parliamentary sessions, available on their website at www.rada.kiev.ua, the MPs will work in the Committees, Fractions and Groups from February 7-18 and in the constituencies from February 21-25. February 8, the Government Day is scheduled. February 23, the Parliamentary hearings, National Cinematography: Current Situation, Problems and Solutions, will be held.      

3. A tentative agenda of the Parliamentary sessions for the week of March 1-4, 2005, is available on the Parliament’s website at www.rada.kiev.ua. The Parliament scheduled to hear new wording of Law on National Council on TV and Radio (Draft Law 3283 after the President’s veto) on March 3rd and the draft Law on Electronic Commerce (Draft Law 3114) on March 1st.

4. February 4, the new Government was formed and new Heads of the Oblast Administrations were appointed. Mykola Tomenko, the Head of the Parliamentary Committee on Freedom of Speech and Information, was appointed as Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine on the Humanitarian and Social Issues. Yurij Artemenko, the Deputy Head of the Committee on Freedom of Speech and Information, was appointed as Head of the Zaporizhya Oblast State Administration. According to the Constitution of Ukraine, these deputies are to resign from their Parliamentary membership. These MPs proved to be most active in development of media legislation in the Parliament. It is hard to foresee who will head the Committee and how effective the Committee’s work will be. After Mykola Tomenko resigns from his Parliamentary membership, Serhij Pravdenko will lead the Committee as First Deputy Head. Initially, Mr. Pravdenko joined the Parliament as a member of Yulia Tymoshenko’s Block, then he switched to the pro-Kuchma majority. 
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